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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



In view of newly found art, the finality of the rejection of the last Office action Is 
withdrawn. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 



Claims 1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jacobs (US patent no. 5,605,238) In view of Huet (US patent no. 
2,975,908). Jacobs disclosed all the claimed features of applicant's invention as 
illustrated below. 

1** and second arcuate 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



surfaces defining arcuate slot 



arcuate arm (100) 
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However, Jacobs does not disclose end plates. Huet teaches shelf assembly 
comprising first and second brackets (12) slidably interlocked with end plates (36) 
attached to the brackets to established the required support and to improve appearance 
of the shelf assembly (col. 4, lines 11-13). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinarily skilled in the art to have modified the shelf assembly of Jacob such that end 
plates are provided to established the required support and to improve appearance of 
the shelf assembly as taught to be desirable by Huet. 

Claims 1, 2, 6-10, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vallett (128,569) In view of Jacobs (US patent no. 5,605,238) and 
further in view of Huet (US patent no. 2.975,908). Vallett discloses all the claimed 
features of applicant's invention as illustrated in the previous Office action except for 
having an alignment lobe having a first arcuate surface being parallel to a second 
arcuate surface of an arcuate arm to define arcuate slot for slidingly receive a first 
arucate arm and end plates. Jacobs teaches a bracket assembly comprising an 
alignment lobe having a first arcuate surface being parallel to a second arcuate surface 
of an arcuate arm to define arcuate slot for slidingly receive a first arcuate arm (see 
illustration above) to prevent translation of the slat or bracket in any direction relative to 
the forward slat or bracket (Col. 8, lines 1-2). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modify the bracket portions engagement of Vallet with an 
alignment lobe having a first arcuate surface being parallel to a second arcuate surface 
of an arcuate arm to define arcuate slot for slidingly receive a first arcuate arm to 
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prevent translation of tlie bracket portions in any direction as taught to be desirable by 
Jacobs. 

Vallet and Jacobs combined does not teach end plates. Huet teaches shelf 
assembly comprising first and second brackets (12) slidably interlocked with end plates 
(36) attached to the brackets to established the required support and to improve 
appearance of the shelf assembly (col. 4, lines 11-13). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinarily skilled in the art to have modified the shelf assembly of Vallet and 
Jacob combined such that end plates are provided to established the required support 
and to improve appearance of the shelf assembly as taught to be desirable by Huet. . 

Claims 3, 11-14, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vallett (128,569) in view of Jacobs (US patent no. 5,605,238) and 
Huet (US patent no. 2,975,908) as applied to claims 1 , 6, and 21 above, and further in 
view of Tobias (US patent no. 2,833,608). Vallett, Jacobs, and Huet combined 
disclosed all the claimed features of applicant's invention except for providing height 
adjustable leg with first and second lock. To providing an height adjustable leg in a table 
to maintain a leveled table surface on irregular surfaces are conventional and well- 
known Tobias teaches a table top assembly having a height adjustable leg (15) via a set 
screw (20) having a first lock (21 ) to couple the leg parallel to the table top and a 
second lock (16) to couple the leg perpendicular to the table top. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modify the legs of Vallet, Jacobs, and 
Huet combined such that they are height adjustable with locking means as taught by 
Tobias so as to maintain a desired height for the table. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to pending claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ward and Feibelman demonstrate arcuate arm and slot 
engagement brackets. Shoffner further demonstrate end plates (106) in a shelf 
assembly. Wang teaches end plates (31 ) to prevent the sliding bracket (41 ) from sliding 
off the wall bracket. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). y 

^orle H. Chan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 

khc 
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